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EPA, as it exists today, does not have the
institutional ability to meet the environmental
challenges of the 21st century. My bill reflects
the recommendations of several expert wit-
nesses at the Subcommittee’s hearings about
how to make the EPA a more effective pro-
tector of the environment.

——————
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Mr. SMITH of Michigan. Mr. Speaker, let it
be known that it is with great respect for the
outstanding record of excellence she has com-
piled in academics, leadership and community
service, that | am proud to salute Stephanie
Smith, winner of the 2003 LeGrand Smith
Scholarship. This award is made to young
adults who have demonstrated that they are
truly committed to playing important roles in
our Nation’s future.

As a winner of the LeGrand Smith Scholar-
ship, Stephanie is being honored for dem-
onstrating that same generosity of spirit, intel-
ligence, responsible citizenship, and capacity
for human service that distinguished the late
LeGrand Smith of Somerset, Michigan.

Stephanie is an exceptional student at Cam-
den-Frontier High School, and possesses an
outstanding record of achievement in high
school. Stephanie has received numerous
awards for her excellence in academics and
athletics, as well as her volunteer activities
with Student Council, coordinating sponsor-
ships for seven needy families for Christmas.
In addition, Stephanie has participated in 4—H
for 10 years, winning a State Gold Public
Speaking Award and being chosen as Re-
gional Star Farmer in FFA.

Therefore, | am proud to join with her many
admirers in extending my highest praise and
congratulations to Stephanie Smith for her se-
lection as winner of a LeGrand Smith Scholar-
ship. This honor is a testament to the parents,
teachers, and others whose personal interest,
strong support and active participation contrib-
uted to her success. To this remarkable young
woman, extend my most heartfelt good wishes
for all her future endeavors.

———

HONORING THE LIFE OF MARY
KAY KOSA

HON. JOHN D. DINGELL

OF MICHIGAN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 15, 2003

Mr. DINGELL. Mr. Speaker, today, | rise to
pay tribute to Mary Kay Kosa, a community
leader and dear friend. On Sunday, May 18,
2003 a plaque will be dedicated in Mrs. Kosa’'s
memory for her service to the Monroe County
Mental Health Board.

Born in Monroe County in 1928, Mary Kay
Kosa spent her life helping others. She served
22 years on the Monroe County Mental Health
Board, from her appointment in 1980 until
2002, acting as Chairperson from 1994 on.
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During her tenure Mrs. Kosa helped facilitate
the growth of the program by endorsing co-
operation with the Washtenaw County Health
Organization. She also helped to turn the
former county department into an authority, an
accomplishment that aided the development of
mental health services in the area.

In addition to her service on the Mental
Health Board, Mary Kay Kosa was renowned
for lending a helping hand to anyone in the
community. During her 25 years as a teacher
in the Monroe public schools and another 25
years as an administrator, she touched the
lives of thousands of children and teachers
alike. Moreover, Mrs. Kosa aided in the ad-
vancement of minorities by participating in the
National Association for the Advancement of
Colored People and chairing the Monroe
branch of the American Association of Univer-
sity Women.

Mr. Speaker, | ask that you join me in hon-
oring the life of Mary Kay Kosa. She often
said, “if you live in a community, you owe that
community and | have a commitment to Mon-
roe.” Mrs. Kosa and her husband of 50 years,
Edward Kosa, lived by this philosophy in addi-
tion to encouraging others to do the same.

————
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AWARENESS DAY
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Mr. CAPUANO. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize the sixth annual HIV Vaccine
Awareness Day. As we all know, HIV/AIDS is
the deadliest epidemic in medical history.
Twenty million people globally have died and
another 40 million are infected. Significant ad-
vances have been made in the treatment of
HIV/AIDS, however the number of lives lost is
a clear indication that much more must be
done. The development of an effective vaccine
to prevent HIV remains science’'s greatest
hope in halting the epidemic.

The HIV Vaccine Trials Network (HVTN) is
a network of clinical sites in the United States
and abroad dedicated to the development of
an HIV vaccine through testing and evaluating
candidate vaccines in clinical trials. The net-
work includes 18 sites in the United States
and 11 international sites, including those in
Africa, Asia, South America and the Carib-
bean. Two of the domestic sites are located in
my congressional district. Fenway Community
Health Center and Brigham and Women's
Hospital are members of the Harvard HIV
Vaccine Trials Unit, under direction of the Na-
tional Institutes of Health.

As we commemorate the Sixth Annual HIV
Vaccine Awareness Day, we honor the thou-
sands of volunteers who have literally rolled
up their sleeves to receive an experimental
vaccine designed to prevent this disease.
Without clinical trials of HIV vaccines and the
support of these volunteers, community lead-
ers, researchers and educators, HIV will con-
tinue to devastate communities throughout the
United States and the world. Communities in
my district and around the nation will hold a
variety of activities today to raise awareness
about preventive HIV vaccine trials, why a
vaccine is the best hope for stopping the
spread of HIV, and how ordinary people can
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be a part of the international effort to stem the
pandemic. | urge my colleagues to participate
in these events and learn more about the work
being done to find a vaccine for HIV/AIDS.

———

REV. RICHARD POLMOUNTER
CELEBRATES 25 YEARS IN
PRIESTHOOD
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Thursday, May 15, 2003

Mr. KANJORSKI. Mr. Speaker, today | call
the attention of the House of Representatives
to the 25th anniversary of ordination to the
priesthood of Reverend Richard  J.
Polmounter, pastor of Saint Mary, Help of
Christians Church and Saint Mary's Assump-
tion Church, and administrator of Saint Mary’s
Assumption School, all located in Pittston,
Pennsylvania.

Father Polmounter, the son of Catherine B.
Maduro Polmounter and the late Frederick S.
Polmounter, is a 1970 graduate of Hazleton
Senior High School. He attended Saint Pius X
Seminary in Dalton and the University of
Scranton, where he graduated with honors in
1974 with a bachelor of arts in history. His ex-
tensive education also includes a master of
science degree in religious education, which
he received from Marywood College in 1983.
He was ordained to the priesthood by the late
Most Reverend J. Carroll McCormick, Bishop
of Scranton, on May 6, 1978, at Saint Peter’s
Cathedral in Scranton. He celebrated his first
Mass the next day at his home parish, Holy
Rosary Church, Hazleton.

As Father Polmounter marks his silver sac-
erdotal jubilee, he is being honored for his
service at several events this month. Bishop
James Timlin of Scranton celebrated a Mass
of Thanksgiving with Father Polmounter and
all the jubilarians of the diocese on May 12 at
Saint Peter’s Cathedral.

A parish celebration will take place the
weekend of May 17 and 18. On May 17, a
Mass will be celebrated at Saint Mary, Help of
Christians Church with the children of the par-
ish, and on May 18, a Mass will be celebrated
at Saint Mary’s Assumption Church with the
children of the parish school. A parish testi-
monial is planned for May 18 at the Saint An-
thony of Padua Parish Center.

Before being appointed to his first and
present pastorate in 1990, he served as an
assistant pastor at Saints Peter and Paul
Church in Plains, Saint Anthony of Padua
Church in Dunmore, and the Church of Saint
Mary of the Assumption, Old Forge. He also
served for four years as the spiritual moder-
ator of the Diocesan Council of Catholic Men
and served as chaplain of the Hazleton
Heights Volunteer Fire Company #4. He also
served for six years each on the Board of
Education Committee of the Diocesan Schools
Office and the Priests Retirement Advisory
Board. He is a member of the Board of Pas-
tors of Seton Catholic High School and served
two terms as the board secretary. He is cur-
rently serving a four-year term on the dioce-
san College of Consultors and the Presbyteral
Council and is a member of the Greater
Pittston Ministerium.

Mr. Speaker, | am pleased to congratulate
Reverend Richard J. Polmounter on his 25th
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